Leaving Home

36 % of youth felt they had
no choice buttoleave home
for reasons of safety

Those who had witnessed family
violence, or had been victims of abuse
were more likely to run away or get
kicked out.

Of youth who had run away or been
kicked out,

* 70% have run away at least once

* 54% have been kicked out of home
at least once

* 60% of these youth were kicked out
by the age of 14

40% of youth said they had lived in
foster care or a group home at
some point

18% Of youth had entered
a Youth Agreement

A youth Agerement is a legal agreement
between youth aged 16-18 and the Ministry of
Children and Families intended to help youth
gain independence, refurn to school, and or
gain work experience and life skills

For more information go to:

hitp://www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/youth/youth_agree-

ments.htm

Moving On
School, Work, Shelter
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This information is from:

Against the Odds — A profile
of marginalized and
street-involved youth in BC

Lots of people have the wrong idea about
why some youth are street involved.

This research was done to learn about
what life is like for street involved youth.
And to give youth a chance to voice their

opinions and concerns.

762 youth from nine communities in BC
participated in the Against the Odds
survey in 2006

Youth included in this

survey were those who are:

* Homeless

* Living on the street

* Couch surfing

* Staying in a: tent, car,
abandoned building, or squat

* Using or Selling Drugs on the
street

* Involved in the Sex Trade

* Or anyone who has recently
moved from these conditions to
a more stable environment

McCreary Centre Society

www.mcs.bc.ca

School

Despite the challenges in
their lives, school was
important to many of the
youth in this survey

62% of Youth in this survey started
school in September

28% Attended a mainstream school

34% Attended an alternative
education program

A fairly stable living environment increased
youth's chances of going to school, but many
youth in the least stable situations still reported

school attendance

How far do you plan on
continuing your education?
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Work and Income

One in three youth (35%) were work-
ing at a legal job

Of those youth more than half (52%)
reported that they worked 20 or more
hours a week

Another 32% worked between 5 and
19 hours a week

Only 13% of youth in this survey
reported that they had recieved
income assistance

The four most common sources of
income were;

Parents - 45%

Legal Job - 35%
Dealing/Drug Runs- 25%
Panhandling- 14%



